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SEEIELS
Qatar Culture Day and

FIFA-Mini World Cup 2022

| am Bashale Mbuyi Keren Maweja from 4LC and | was one of the dancers in Ching Chung
Dance Stars.

The Qatar Culture Day was the first of its kind at our school. The Qatari consulate came, and
presented us with a series of exhibitions to learn and understand more about Qatari culture in
light of the FIFA World Cup. | danced to the song “Arhbo” in the opening ceremony. It was a great
experience and | also learned a lot about Arabian culture through this dance. | was uplifted by the
practices we had and the team spirit displayed on stage. As a choreographer, | was very proud of
my fellow dancers because they put so much effort into learning and practicing the dance.
Moreover, it was an honor teaching them and hearing all the positive feedback from all the
teachers and schoolmates who saw our performance. All in all, | hope this experience was
inspiring and interesting for everyone participating as it was for me. Thank you!
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God sent His son,
they called Him Jesus; %
He came to love,
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HARVARD

UNIVERSITY

Alumni Sharing

Issue 2, July 2022 <
Dear students of CYMCASS,

research degree, but it is nothing like what you know about
going to school. In primary school, secondary school, up
until college, you are a consumer of knowledge and you can
succeed simply by memorizing things from books and doing
well in exams. In contrast, a PhD is a process of transforming
oneself into a creator of knowledge: by the end of your PhD §
research, you are supposed to have pushed the frontier of KS
human knowledge further.

(See also https://matt.might.net/articles/phd-school-in-pictures/ for a visual representation)

This process is not easy. For high energy theory (a broad term for my sub-field),
the main obstacle is the huge amount of physics and math background knowledge
required for even just starting doing research. As I'm reflecting back, it was kind of
irrational for me to attempt to get into this field. A person who wants to do
theoretical physics typically would have got A’s in all their undergraduate physics
(and math) courses, and probably have taken a lot of graduate-level courses by the
end of their undergraduate program. Due to my lack of hard work back in college,
| wasn't even close to that. Therefore, the first step for me was to re-learn all the
undergraduate materials, learn a lot of math (mostly differential geometry and
complex analysis) from scratch, and do well in graduate-level courses.

The much more difficult part was getting myself into actual research. It was the
first time ever in my life when | felt so hopeless. | still remember the first paper my
PhD advisor asked me to read: “Anti-de Sitter Space and Holography” by Edward
Witten. | didn't understand a word of it. | seriously wondered how | could possibly
understand this (and many other papers) in a reasonable amount of time, not to
mention coming up with my own ideas. Not wanting to give up, | decided to stick
with this: day by day | kept reading and reading, slowly connecting the dots and
building up the big picture. | kept going to seminars even though | didn't
understand anything, until | started internalizing those physics-related words.
Gradually, | became able to do research tasks my advisor asked me to do; | became
able to ask quality questions that eventually led to my thesis research; and |
became able to generate my own ideas for new research. As said before, I'm only
starting my career as an independent scientist now. Given how competitive my
sub-field is, it might turn out to be a short one, but I'll enjoy my exploration while |
can.



After sharing all of these, | would like to end with saying things that you
probably already know.

First, anyone’s advice should only be treated as guidelines rather than rules to
follow. After all, no one shares exactly the same experience as you do. For me
personally, no one would have thought a normal student from CYMCASS like me
could become a theoretical physicist. Had | followed anyone’s advice at any given
point, | wouldn’t be doing what I'm doing now.

Second, it is always a combination of luck and hard work. Focusing on
uncontrollable initial conditions / uncertainties doesn't help with anything. The
best we could do is to stay obsessed, stay resilient, and act as appropriate and
necessary.

Finally, our time in this universe is finite, so we should make good use of it.

Sincerely,

Dr. Albert Law
Postdoctoral Researcher
Harvard University
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<<Matilda >>

| once was a girl,
who was kind-hearted within,
never would | sin.

But came tragedy,
as my last dearest left me,
he was here no more.

He went to his grave,
as | became Trunchbull’s slave,
hope began to fade.

1TY YEUNG SUM YU

| cried out my mind,
| wanted a peaceful life,
but | could not try.

When all hope was lost,
then came a phenomenon,
Saver to problems.

She had nothing lacked,
the needle in the haystack,
she scared off Trunchbull
at last.

= 2

Things to do

gg(ﬁrstly, I would go the the hawaiian beaches to

enjoy the cozy sunsets. There are nearly 400
beaches for the public, and | mean who would
not like to enjoy the white sand beaches and
turquoise waters. Adding to that, | would love
to go snorkeling, | would love to be able to
explore marine life and to be learn more about
\\the habitat of the sea animals.

Things to do 3.0

I like to move around while I’'m on vacation, so &
doing some sports with my family would be the
perfect activity, so | would try golfing and
surfing throughout the days. Last but not least,
I'll finish the day off with Hawaiian and
Polynesian style luau feasts and arts&crafts, I'd
love to try the traditional food and learn how to ¢
weave a basket, not forgetting about the §

Qlla, and fire dance performances.
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Why Hawaii?

Many of us have not been able to travel due to the strict Covid-19
restrictions posed by the government, but now that Hong Kong

has adopted the néwest quarantine arrangement "o0+3" for
inbound persons, we can fly freely again. I would love to go to
Hawaii for my vacation.

Hawaii has such a unique culture and a fascinating history, and
lets not forget about the dramatic lands_ca[l)e views.

me choose hawaii as my vacation specifica

can do so many things that I love at the same place, usually a
state is on15(1 famous for a few of its characteristics but there is
just so muc

7 at makes
ly is because of how I

to enjoy in Hawaii .

Things to do 2.0

I’'m a rather adventurous person so | would go
hiking, the mountains are full of incredible
views, endless hiking trails, and unsurpassed
natural beauty, the nature would make me feel
so relaxed and light. | would forget all my
worries for once and feel like I’m in heaven. If |
don’t feel like walking around too much, | would
go for helicopter tours because they’ll allow me
to explore the valleys and waterfalls with a

wrd’s eyes of view!

I can’t wait to do all of these activities
during my long holidays!
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