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An/Unforgettable Learning Experience In Brazil
3CW Elena Lau

In November 2025, | had the honor of attending the 12" GEIA
conference in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The conference was an international
gathering where professionals came together to discuss how English
communication within the aviation industry can be improved to prevent
accidents and enhance safety. Language is key to safeguarding sky
safety, and aviation safety always starts with precise communication.
This truth resonated deeply with me throughout the conference and
subsequent training sessions.

During the conference, experts delivered in-depth insights on various
core topics aimed at optimizing aviation communication through multiple
special lectures. | was fortunate to participate in two workshops: the first
focused on exploring the motivations for learning aviation English. The
presentation clearly pointed out that extrinsic and intrinsic motivation, the
two key driving forces, play an indispensable role in mastering aviation
English and any professional skill. It also emphasized the importance of ‘ST
rewarding ourselves in a timely manner upon achieving each small goal to maintain high learning motivation.
The other workshop, a sharing session on the application of artificial intelligence in teaching and learning,
inspired me deeply. Its core viewpoint was that while Al can efficiently support various educational tasks,
we must clearly define our core needs and goals. More importantly, we must possess the ability to screen
information effectively — to extract valuable professional content from what Al generates while discarding
redundant material.

What impressed me most during the relevant training sessions was the essential components of aviation
English—listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Among these, speaking is particularly crucial; language
is the soul of aviation English. A vaguely expressed instruction, a misheard response, a poorly worded
document, or a misinterpreted manual could all pose unpredictable safety hazards that may trigger accidents
at any moment. Over the two days that | attended the conference, | had the chance to meet and interact with
linguists, air traffic controllers, and professors from various countries. | shared my amateur experience flying
a small aircraft and my aspirations to become an aircraft mechanic or aero-engineer; in return, they shared
their career experiences and offered insights into advancing my aviation path.

Here, | met a diverse group of people from different countries, with distinct cultural backgrounds and a
variety of native languages. Yet, on the subject of sky safety, everyone reached a firm consensus: precise
communication is the foundation of safety. The coffee breaks and workshops during the training allowed
me to connect with many peers. In our conversations,
| discovered a common trait among them — they all
approached life with a passionate and optimistic attitude.
| also gave a speech during this training. Before stepping
onto the stage, | was so nervous that my palms were
sweating, fearing even the slightest mistake. Although the
outcome was not bad, | felt | could have done better, and
the tension never fully dissipated. | shared this anxiety
with my peers and sought advice on how to alleviate it.
From their input, | distilled a valuable lesson: when feeling
nervous, remind yourself, "I am not facing a 'threat'; | am
simply having a 'new experience'." This redefinition of the
situation effectively eased my mental pressure.

Brava gente brasileira |
Longe vd demor servil:
Ou ficgy dtria livre
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| observed that despite their different native languages,
participants from all countries took the initiative to
communicate using ICAO standard phraseology. Every word
and sentence they uttered was delivered with uncompromising
accuracy and precision. At that moment, | realized that they
were not just polishing aviation English; they were pursuing
the ultimate goal of accuracy and rigor in communication. This
open communication and sincere mutual assistance united
people of diverse languages and backgrounds. We may speak
different tongues, but we share the common aspiration of
safeguarding the same piece of sky.

Overall, this trip to Brazil was an excellent opportunity for me not only to visit a new part of the world
but also to engage with aviation professionals and make new friends. Despite my young age, everyone
was extremely kind and welcoming. | am forever grateful for this chance to expand my horizons, and it
has strengthened my determination to continue my aviation journey, with precise communication as the

cornerstone in guarding the blue sky with professional skills.

Reflective Analysisiofi Attendance
atithe 12" GEIA Conference

In November 2025, | attended the 12" GEIA Conference
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. This international conference
convened professionals from diverse cultural and professional
backgrounds to examine methods for improving English
communication within the aviation industry, with the
overarching goal of enhancing operational safety and
accident prevention. Participation in this conference provided
a valuable opportunity to observe current discussions and
practices related to aviation communication at a global level.

Throughout the two-day conference, | engaged in
discussions with linguists, air traffic controllers, and university

professors from multiple countries. These interactions allowed me to share my amateur experience flying
a small aircraft, as well as my long-term academic and professional aspirations of becoming an aircraft
mechanic or aero-engineer. In turn, the professionals | met shared their career trajectories and offered
informed guidance regarding educational pathways and professional development within the aviation sector.
These exchanges contributed meaningfully to my understanding of the field and reinforced my commitment

to pursuing a career in aviation.

Several conference presentations addressed strategies
for improving communication in aviation contexts. One
presentation that was particularly influential focused on
motivational factors in the acquisition of Aviation English.
The presenter emphasized that both extrinsic and intrinsic
motivation play a critical role in effective learning and that
sustained progress requires deliberate reinforcement through
the recognition of learning milestones. This perspective
prompted me to reflect on my own learning practices and
the importance of maintaining motivation when developing
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specialized technical skills. Another presentation of particular relevance examined the integration of artificial
intelligence in educational settings. The central argument of this session was that, although Al technologies
can enhance efficiency and support learning, their effectiveness depends on intentional use and critical
evaluation. The speaker highlighted the necessity of clearly defining learning objectives and developing the
ability to differentiate accurate, meaningful information from Al-generated content that lacks relevance or
reliability. This discussion underscored the importance of digital literacy in modern education.

In conclusion, attending the 12" GEIA Conference was a formative academic and professional
experience. Beyond providing exposure to current research and practices in aviation communication, the
conference facilitated meaningful interpersonal connections with professionals who demonstrated exceptional
openness and support, despite my limited experience and young age. This experience significantly
broadened my academic perspective and strengthened my motivation to continue pursuing studies and a
career in the aviation field.
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